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             SPRING NEIGHBORHOOD YARD SALE  
 Saturday, March 6 from 7 – 11 am 

 
The Springlakes Association will advertise in the newspaper 
and put signs and flyers at the entrances.  Please put a balloon 
on your mailbox if you are participating.  Residents will be responsible for setting up 

items for sale in their own yards or driveways. Also, if you would like your house to be listed in the 
flyers located at the entrances to the subdivision, contact the Association at (706)855.7987 or email 
associationmanager@springlakes.org no later than noon on Friday March 5.  If you put up advertis-
ing, please do so no earlier than 3/5 and remove it by the end of the day on 3/6. 

 
2010 ASSOCIATION BOARD MEMBERS 

  

        The Springlakes Association elected the following Board Members at the annual meeting on 
January, 12, 2010.  We thank these residents for volunteering to serve our neighborhood.  John 
Capes, President; Joe Entrekin, David Hattaway, Ed Miller, Mickey Barefield, Chris Epps, Cindy 
Hennigan, Bob Petras, Delaine Brown, Gene Futch, Earl Hilson.  
  
        The Board meets at least quarterly and is interested in addressing concerns and topics any 
resident would like to have discussed. To make your wishes known, please submit in writing to the 
association at PO Box 211112, Martinez, GA 30917. An agenda is prepared prior to each meeting; 
please give members adequate time to research and study items to be discussed.  

FROM PRESIDENT JOHN CAPES 
 
     We owe Chris Epps, our past president for the last two years a big ñthank youò for serving our 
neighborhood.  We also need to thank the members of the Board of Directors, the Committee Chairs 
and many other volunteers for their work.  Most of these volunteers work tirelessly and go unnoticed 
but have given substantial time to make Springlakes a better place to live. We thank those that have 
served and those that have agreed to serve.  If you are not involved but would like to get involved, 
please contact the Association at (706)855.7987 or email associationmanager@springlakes.org. 
 
     This newsletter is filled with a lot of information about things going on in the neighborhood, not 
only with covenant changes, the cell tower lease proposal but many other things.  Maintaining our 
Covenants is a critical issue for our neighborhood  in order to keep our property values up.  When 
you get a letter from Covenants (and yes even I have received them), please either correct the issue 
or contact them.  The committee will work with you to hopefully come to a mutually agreed solution.  
In the final analysis, The Board will always act in what  they feel is in the best interest of the Sprin-
glakes Neighborhood. Should your violation of covenants not be satisfied with the Springlakes 
Board, the only recourse left for the association is legal action. Please donôt ignore an issue and 
hope that it goes away.  We really want to work with you to resolve issues but this canôt be done if 
you arenôt willing to work with us. We all moved into this neighborhood because it is specialéletôs 
continue to work hard to keep it that way. 
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ASSOCIATION MANAGER’S ANNOTATIONS, Lisa Thompson 
  

         2010 assessments are $213 per residential dwelling and $23 per resi-
dential lot.  Assessments were mailed out on January 20

th
 and are due on or 

before March 15, 2010.  A $20 late fee will be charged for any assessment 
received after March 15 bringing the total to $233. If you did not receive an 
invoice, please contact the Association by phone or email.  
  

        Please be reminded that Augusta Disposal & Recycling has provided a great rate for waste 
and recycling pickup for our neighborhood residents.  They also will provide free pickup for the As-
sociation trash if we have 90% or more residents that sign up.  This is a cost savings for your 
neighborhood association of over $1000/year not to mention the cost savings to you as a home 
owner. Contact them at 706.860.2208 to sign up. 
  
        Any ideas for improving our neighborhood?  Let us know how we can better serve you!!   
 
 

 
SPRINGLAKES NIEGHBORHOOD CLEANUP DAY 

Saturday, 3/13/10                8 am ï 12 noon 
  

             We will once again try and have a clean up day so you can spruce up 
your yards, clean up your house, make our neighborhood inviting for the Mas-
terôs guests our neighborhood always enjoys..  Your Springlakes Association 
will provide a yard waste rolloff and an ñeverything elseò rolloff available at 2 

locations for you to dispose of either your yard waste or anything else.  Two rolloffs will be located 
on Springlakes Circle and two more will be located at the entrance to the 7.48 acre property on 
Cofield Dr. We also are going to try and have a charitable drop-off bin if you want to donate some 
slightly used items to a charity.   
 
                                                             RULES!!!  
                          No dumping until 8:00 a.m. Saturday morning!!   
1. At each of the 2 locations, there will be a yard waste only dumpster and an ñanything elseò dump-
ster.  ONLY LEAVES, BRANCHES, LAWN CLIPPINGS can be dumped in  the Yard Waste Only 
dumpster ï NO treated lumber !! 
2, There will be monitors at the dumpsters to guide you.  Remember that this is a service we are do-
ing but we will not tolerate rudeness and people not listening to the volunteers.  
3. If the bins fill up, ABSOLUTELY NO DUMPING OUTSIDE OF THE BINS.  If the dumpsters fill up, 
you wonôt be able to put your items in and will have to make arrangements to dispose of it yourself.   
4. Be courteous.  We want to allow lots of residents to use these dumpsters ï if you have a 
large amount to get rid of, donôt rely on these dumpsters to do the trick. 
 
Teens!! ï if you want to earn some volunteer hours, what better way to assist than 
helping in your own neighborhood.  Either email associationmanager@springlakes.org 
or phone (706)855-7987 the association to let us know that you will be willing to serve 
and an assignment will be given.  
 
Adult volunteers still needed!!!  Call the association if you can volunteer 1-2 hours that Saturday. 
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WHERE ARE WE NOW?  
Cell Tower and New Club House  

            
The Springlakes Board of Directors was approached  last August (2009) about the  
possibility of building a cell tower on a portion of the 7.48 acre property that is located be-
hind Cofield Road adjacent to the high voltage power lines.  Since August, the Board has 

spent a considerable amount of time researching the request to determine if this is a favor-
able and beneficial endeavor for Springlakes. After much thoughtful deliberation and debate 
the Board voted in favor of bringing the idea before the Homeowners Association at the an-
nual meeting for a vote.  
 
            At the annual meeting January 12 the proposal was presented and discussed and 

those present had an opportunity to ask questions and make comments. Following the discussion 
the members voted by ballot 91% favorable to proceed.  
 
            The value of the lease over a 10 year period is $170,100.  Additional five year renewal peri-
ods have a total value of $624,964 over a 30 year period.  The lease will provide the funds needed 
to pursue the construction of a new clubhouse and the sale of the land will not be necessary.  There 
is no intent to sell the 7.48 acre property and the Board will be seeking and exploring ideas to de-
velop it into some type of use benefiting the homeowners of Springlakes. 
 
          Much has to happen before we see the construction of a new clubhouse. Currently the Board 
is in the process of working with the Springlakes attorney to negotiate the specific terms and wording 
of a lease document that will be acceptable to Springlakes and the cell tower company. Once that 
document is signed the cell tower company will go through an approval process with Columbia 
County. If approved by Columbia County then Springlakes will begin to receive the income and at 
that point the planning and detailed design of the new club house will begin.  
 
         If all aspects of the process go well, we expect to begin construction of a new club house in 
January of 2011. There is still much to do and much to happen but we are a long way from where 
we started three years ago.  

 
TOP ISSUES OF RESIDENT CONCERNS  

 
Speed: We still are having speed issues!! DRIVERS ï SLOW DOWN ï WALKERS ï walk on the left 
hand side of the street facing the cars so you can see whether the driver is headed for you or not. 
NIGHTTIME WALKERS & DRIVERS: BE CAREFUL!! 
 
Noise:  If you have dogs that bark incessantly or kids that love to practice band instruments, please 
remember that you have neighbors who can take these things in small doses but for long periods of 
time it is a little overwhelming. 
 
Vehicles parking on streets: Please, please, please do not park your vehicle on the street on a 
routine basis.  This not only detracts from the look of the neighborhood BUT itôs a safety issue as 
well.  If possible, do not park directly across from a driveway or be prepared for an accident. 
 
Animals:  Please keep your dogs and cats on a leash.  Call the association if you find or lose a pet 
and we will try and hook you up. 



2010 ANNUAL MEETING HIGHLIGHTS 
 
         We had over 70 residents attend the  annual homeowners meeting held at 
the Clubhouse on January 12, 2010.  Thanks to all that took the time to attend.  
We not only voted in the 2010 Board of Directors but also voted on 4 very impor-
tant issues to the association.  They are outlined below. 
   
76% voted to amend Article V. Section 1 to provide for the owner of property who 

breaches the covenants to pay for the costs and reasonable attorneys fees related to such 
breach and enforcement. 

98% voted to amend Article V. Section 10 to authorize the collection by the Association of a late 
fee on delinquent regular assessments and special assessments in an amount set by the 
Board of Directors from time to time but not to exceed the maximum amount permitted by law. 

94% voted to further amend Article V., Section 10 to change the amount of attorneysô fees that 
can be collected for delinquent assessments from 15% of the amount of the delinquent as-
sessment to all costs and reasonable attorneysô fees incurred. 

 
        The Declaration of Covenants and Restrictions Establishing and Providing for Springlakes 
Community Association will be amended with the above changes.   
 

91% voted on the proposal by the Board of Directors to enter into an Option and Lease Agree-
ment between the Association as landlord and American Towers, Inc. as tenant for the con-
struction and installation of a cell phone tower located off of Cofield Road, for an initial term of 
ten (10) years with options for five, five year renewal terms.  

 

LAKE REPORT , Terry Bland 
 

This winter has not been great for fishing.  I have seen a only a few fishermen out on the lake 
whenever the weather cooperated.  The crappie seem to be the only fish biting on a regular 
basis.  But, it wonôt be long before the bass go on their beds and fishing picks up.   Remem-
ber, do not keep any bass caught during April and May. Return them safely back to the lake, so 
they can protect their beds.  Also, we have established 14 inches as a minimum size for bass, the 
rest of the year.  Over 14 inches are keepers.  Recommended good pond management is to remove 
all bass caught that are over 14 inches because they eat the smaller fish and reduce the overall 
population of the lake. 
 
I understand that Cofield Pond is a favorite stop-over for the Canada Geese population.  I know they 
are messy, but watch closely those who make our neighborhood their nesting site.  You may find 
them quite interesting -I have.  They are very protective of their home.  Also, remember that the 
community property at Colfield Pond is limited to only the dam and the access area between it and 
Kestwick Drive.  Please respect the property rights of our residents surrounding the pond. 
 

Speaking of property rights, vandals have removed and tossed some of the retaining wall 
stones into the lake.  These are quite expensive and have to be replaced to maintain the 
integrity of the retaining wall system.  Therefore, if anyone knows who has been doing this, 
let the association know so we can take actions to stop this.  Thanks. 



 
 

                                    
  COVENANTS  CORNER, Jay Jennings 

                                                  
 

     Happy 2010 to everyone. Hope you all had a wonderful holiday season.  If you werenôt able to 
attend the Annual Springlakes Homeownersô meeting, please read what took place. It was a great 
meeting and one that will certainly help with resolving covenants issues in the future.  
      
 Last year the Board of Directors asked the Covenants Committee to start looking at overall appear-
ance of the subdivision, including yards and driveways as well as streets. We are continuing to work 
on these issues but this is an area where we need your help. If you have a cluttered driveway, 
please look at removing items so they are not visible from the street. Routinely sweep your driveway 
and the street area in front of your home to keep them clear of debris. If your yard needs sodding, 
make plans to do so.  Bottom Line: Please help us with your overall outside home appearance.  
 
     Safety and Swimming Pools. Many of us have swimming pools in our back yards. Please be 
aware that you should keep your gate going into your back yard from the street locked at all times. 
This is a Columbia County code requirement and is for your protection.. Please take a moment 
and look at this area to ensure your own personal safety and that of our children. 
 
     I strongly encourage anyone who has questions or is not sure about something to pick up your 
phone and call and/or email us. Most questions/issues can be easily resolved just by talking. We are 
very easy to work with and we are here for your benefit. We do not put out restrictions just to be put-
ting out restrictions. We follow what is written and approved within the covenants governing our 
neighborhood. When an issue does arise that we are not sure how to handle, we discuss it with the 
Board and the association lawyer for their guidance prior to making any decisions.  Your Covenants 
Committee is here for your benefit. We are happy to answer any questions residents might have. 

    
CRIME WATCH,  John Barney 
 
John Barney has volunteered to 
head up the Crime Watch Com-
mittee.  Be vigilant and lock your 
cars and close garage doors at night.  This sim-
ple step will prevent a lot of issues that we have 
seen. If you have any suggestions for Crime 
Watch, email him at crimewatch@springlakes.org.  
For the Columbia County Dispatch, call 
706.541.2800.   

       YARD RECOGNITION 
 
 

The winners for Outstanding Holiday Homes 
were: 

131 Stone Mill Drive, Rob & Cheri Backer 

104 Reed Creek Drive, Bob & Sandi Tanner 

164 Kestwick Drive East, Wayne & Patricia Masters 

 
Best Wreath was:  

4162 Knollcrest Circle, Robert & Marina Kazragis 

 
We still want your ideas for yards that need to be 
recognized.  Send your suggestions to  
curbappeal@springlakes.org no later than March 
15 to be considered for the spring recognition 
contest.  
 
Letôs all work on keeping up 
our curb appeal! 

          

       ILLEGAL DUMPING 
 
No dumping of trash or lawn waste is 
allowed on the 7.48 acre property or 
on any vacant property in Spring- 

lakes. IF YOU HAVE DONE THIS, PLEASE 
REMOVE ANY AND ALL DUMPING THAT 
YOU HAVE DONE.   
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TENNIS, Ron Renn 
 

CSRA Spring League tournaments are going 
on now and the schedule is posted at the ten-

nis courts.  Good luck to those in our neighbor-
hood that participate with this.  

Remember that these tennis 
courts are for Spring Lakes 

residents and their guests 
ONLY.  Contact Ron if you are 

concerned that unauthorized 
persons are using (or mis-

using) the courts. 

We would like to welcome all new residents to Springlakes!    
 

On Friday , March 12, 2010 you are invited to a "Meet and 
Greet" at the Springlakes Clubhouse from 7:00 to 9:00 

p.m .  Residents who moved into Springlakes from January 1, 
2009 up to March 2010 are invited to meet and allow your 

Board and Committee Chairpersons to greet you . Refreshments 
will be served.    

WELCOME COMMITTEE, Brenda Bland 

 
Attention Residents who have moved into the 

neighborhood within the last year.  We are trying 
something new.  The above invitation is for YOU.  

Try to drop by and let us get to know you. 
 

We welcome our newest homeowners at 
4216 DunwoodyðBrian & Montica Berry. 

If there are other newcomers we have overlooked, 
please contact us. 

SWIM TEAM, Marianne Petras 
 
         Swim team time will be here before you know 
it.  Look for a notice in April about Swim  
Team sign ups!  Our first swim meet is June 1 and 
practices will start mid May.  
     Participating in Spring lakes Stingrays is a fun 
way to meet other neighbor-
hood kids (and their parents 
too) and itôs great exercise. 
Coaches will help you learn the 
strokes so even practice be-
comes fun.  See you soon. 

POOL REPORT, Bob Petras 
 

     Does your family enjoy our neighborhood pool?  Do you have ideas to make our pool usage even 
better?  Then the Pool Committee needs your help!!!!  Last year we had almost 130 homes that 

were pool members.  We need some of you who enjoy the pool to step forward 
and help us. One way to help is the pool work day. Mark your calendars now for 
the pool workday on Saturday, April 17 at 9:00 a.m. We keep costs down by vol-
unteers helping out in lieu of paying workers!!  
 

*****EARLY BIRD MEMBERSHIP DRIVE SPECIALðIf you pay before 

March 15, 2010  the pool will accept the 2008 (yes the 2008) annual member-
ship fee of $265 and the senior rate of $160. Get your payments in now to 
take advantage of this cost savings!! 

SOCIAL, Rhonda Dowdy 

 

Springlakes Easter Egg Hunt  
Saturday, April 3, 1ð3 pm 

Springlakes Park  
 

So we have enough 
eggs, please  

RSVP to  
social@springlakes.org  



Our Springlakes committees are made up of volunteers from the subdivision 
who are interested in a certain area and want to help the community.  Your 
yearly assessment is partly used to help finance the activities of the committees 
in which ALL residents can participate.  The budget pages elsewhere in this 
newsletter detail those projections and expenditures.  The following are re-
counts of what the association did during 2009.  If you are interested in working 
on a committee, please call/email the chairmanðcheck your directory for num-
bersðto offer your time.  THIS is what truly makes this a great place to live.   

CLUBHOUSE COMMITTEE  
Cindy Hennigan, Clubhouse Manager 

. 

¶ There were 143 rentals and 29 neighborhood uses. 

¶ Replaced wiring and exterior faulty cameras at 
pool, tennis and clubhouse areas adding new cam-
era in parking lot. 

¶ Carpets professionally cleaned. 

¶ Monthly steam clean of linoleum floors with enviro 
machine. 

¶ Holiday wreaths placed on all entrances with signs. 

¶ Purchased new refrigerator for Clubhouse and 
gave old refrigerator to Pool.  

¶ 2010 calendar created. 

¶ New porch decking/stairs installed using neighbor-
hood volunteers. 

¶ Vacuum cleaners serviced. 

¶ Bushes trimmed for safety. 

¶ Built wall divider in storage closet to better organ-
ize tables & chairs. 

CLUBHOUSE RECONSTRUCTION COMMITTEE 
Rob MacGregor, Chairperson 

 

¶ Homeowners association approved the sale of four par-
cels of property owned by the association with sale pro-
ceeds to be used for construction of a new club house.  

¶ Designated sale properties offered to adjoining Sprin-
glakes homeowners.  

¶ Designated sale properties offered to all residents of 
Springlakes.  

¶ Signs placed on the Knollcrest Circle designated sale 
properties ñFor Sale by Ownerò. 

¶ One offer received for one parcel on Knollcrest Circle 
rejected by Board of Directors - did not meet minimum 
acceptable price.  

¶ Responded to inquiry from a cell tower leasing com-
pany.  In conjunction with Springlakes Board of Directors, 
negotiated a lease proposal to be presented to the 
Homeowners association for vote.  

COMMUNICATIONS COMMITTEE 
Lisa Thompson/Lynne Entrekin, Chairpersons 

 

¶ Published 5 Neighborhood Newsletters and one 
annual meeting notice. 

¶ Published New Resident Directory. 

¶ Provided calling post on 11 Neighborhood activi-
ties. 

¶ Maintained neighborhood website. 

¶ Mailed resident update information form to all resi-
dents and updated records. 

¶ Created email distribution list for residents that pro-
vided email addresses to receive communications 
as necessary. 

CRIME WATCH AND SAFETY PROGRAM 
John Barney, Chairperson 

 

¶ Continued liaison with the Sheriffôs Office regarding crime 
and safety issues. 

¶ Keeping records on crime to see where, what, and when 
they occur for future prevention. 

¶ Installed Security Camera in parking lot due to daytime 
auto break-ins. 

¶ Kept residents aware of crime prevention techniques 
through newsletters, calling posts, and literature from the 
Sheriffôs office. 

¶ Worked on beefing up security at Playground area.  

¶ Columbia County Deputy gave a brief crime watch pres-
entation at the Neighborhood Association Picnic.  

2009 Accomplishments  

TENNIS COMMITTEE 
Ron Renn, Chairperson 

 

¶ Courts are being utilized by Menôs 3.5 Tennis Team, Ladies 2.5 Team and a Junior Tennis Team. 

¶ Repaired tennis court lights. 

¶ Replaced tennis court number signs. 



GROUNDS COMMITTEE AND GROUNDS 
IMPROVEMENTS 

Tom Cook, Chairperson 
 

¶ Replaced fence near Springlakes Drive entrance. 

¶ Placed new bushes at main entrance and expanded 
the flower display areas. 

¶ Replaced diseased sod at main entrance. 

¶ Re-Graded Pool/Clubhouse Parking Lot twice. 

¶ Removed damaged tree at tennis courts. 

¶ Repaired sprinkler systems at several common 
property locations. 

¶ Repaired crack in water main at clubhouse parking 
lot. 

¶ Repaired slide at park. 

¶ Replaced bordering fence on Wood Creek Drive. 

¶ Replaced óNo Solicitationô signs at entranceways. 

¶ Maintained all Common Properties. 

¶ Repaired lighting at Reed Creek & Quail Springs 
Circle entrances. 

POOL COMMITTEE 

                                                          Bob Petras Chairperson 
 

¶ Replaced water line tiling in pool and repaired leak. 

¶ Replaced drain covers and installed vacuum shut-off per 
federal mandate. 

¶ Emergency replacement of 15 Hp main pool pump mo-
tor in July. 

¶ Swim Team had a successful season with 86 members 
and tied for second within Dual Meet Division 3 Champi-
onship. 

¶ Straightened and braced pergola. 

¶ Hosted annual 4th of July Party for members. 

¶ Installed new vent fans in both bath rooms. 

¶ Installed/repaired collapsed underground drain line. 

¶ Replaced secondary pool pump and motor in Novem-
ber. 

¶ 116 Resident members, 47 non resident members, 12 
senior members. 

MISCELLANEOUS 
 

¶ Held Spring Cleanup Day for neighborhood renting rol-
loffs for residentsô use. 

¶ Organized Spring and Fall neighborhood Yard Sales. 

¶ Supported the Spooky to be Hungry collecting over 
2200 pounds of food and $2800 cash for the Golden 
Harvest Food Bank, the best collection ever. 

¶ Continued annual rotating job for teenager to remove 
clubhouse trash. 

¶ 17 attorney letters sent for overdue assessments and 8 
liens filed for homeowners not paying association dues. 

¶ Reviewed insurance policies for appropriate coverage 
levels and cost containment. 

¶ Obtained computer backup service for disaster recovery 
of computer files. 

¶ Board held 7 meetings due to covenants and cell tower 
lease discussions. 

WELCOME COMMITTEE 
Brenda Bland, Chairperson 

 

¶ Continued Neighborhood Welcome Program ï over 35 new families greeted. 

¶ Continued trying to identify residents new to the neighborhood.  Request all residents help with this issue. 

SOCIAL COMMITTEE 
Rhonda Dowdy, Chairperson 

 

¶ Sponsored very rainy Annual Neighborhood Picnic 

¶ Sponsored Childrenôs Halloween Party. 

¶ Sponsored Childrenôs Christmas Party. 

FAREWELL, Chris Epps 

 
I would like to thank the Board members and 
the Committees for their hard work and dedica-
tion.  It was a pleasure working with each and 
every one of you 
these last two years 
as your Association 
President.   

LAKE COMMITTEE 
Terry Bland, Chairperson 

 

¶ Monitored lake activities and attempted to keep non-
residents from the lake. 

¶ Issued park access keys to eight new residents. 

¶ Monitored beaver activity in lake and scheduled a 
trapping service to preserve integrity of the dam and 
shoreline. 

¶ Removed 16 beavers from the lake. 

¶ Purchased carp for Springlakes. 

¶ Maintained water level of Cofield Pond and repaired 
pump system. 
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 Mark your calendar:  

 

March 6ñNeighborhood Yard Sale 
 
March 12ñMeet and Greet for New 

Residents 
 

March 13ñSpring Cleanup Day 
 

March 15ñHomeowner Assessments 
Due 
 

March 15ñDeadline to receive Early 
Bird Pool Membership Rate 

 

March 15-Send your nominations for 

nicest lawns 
 
April 3 -Easter Egg Hunt 

 
April 17ð Pool Work Day 

 
May 8ñPool Open House 

 

 

See the financial page of the website for the 2009 Financial Report.  


