
 
SPRINGLAKES NEWSLETTER  

A Publication of the Springlakes Neighborhood Assn, Inc.  
      
                   www.springlakes.org                       June, 2010                                                                  

 
Upcoming Stormwater Changes will affect our neighborhood!  

Resident Meeting on Monday, June 14 at 6:00 pm in the Clubhouse  
 

There will be a meeting for interested residents to meet with County officials to discuss up-
coming changes to the Sandalwood and Kestwick stormwater  areas.  The work is going to 
take  approximately 3 -4 months to complete and will result in road  or lane closures at these 
areas. This work will  also change the look of these areas.   Please come to inform yourself 
of these changes and to ask questions you may have.  Now is the time to speak up if you 
have concerns about the proposed changes!!  We want to thank Trey Allen, our District 2 
Commissioner for pulling this meeting together.  

 

 

 

 

SUMMER SAFETY AND NEIGHBORHOOD REMINDERS  
 

Itôs summer and our kids have more time on their hands.  As parents, it is very important to remind 
your children that property is to be protected and to provide safety reminders.  We have already had 
incidents of American flags and trash cans being stolen, golf carts ócurbingô to ride on two wheels and 
messing up resident lawns not to mention the safety hazard this poses.   Remember that these are 
county roads and you are to be a licensed driver to drive a golf cart. If you see improper use of golf 
carts, the association encourages you to call Dispatch at 706.541.2800 and request a deputy to drive 
through.  
 
The tennis courts are for tennis only; the fences are not to be climbed, and skateboards and wheeled 
toys are not to be used on the courts. 
 
A dirtbike was being driven by a child recently who was texting, weaving and holding up traffic.  This is 
just asking for trouble.  A golf cart was spotted with a very young driver and multiple passengers with a 
bicycle hanging on going down the middle of the road. Parents ï these are serious issuesðwe do not 

 
Caught in the Acté..of doing good!! 

 

John Hill has planted some beautiful roses at the Bent Tree Lane entrance.  
Thanks so much for this attention to detail.   
 
Jim Plumley and Mike Meehan have been spotted picking up litter along our roadways.  
 
These small acts are what makes our neighborhood so greaté.If you know of someone that you 
have caught in the act of doing good to our neighborhood, please let us know.   



 
2010 SPRINGLAKES ASSOCIATION BOARD  

  

 John Capes, President; Joe Entrekin, David Hattaway, Ed Miller, Mickey Barefield, Chris Epps, 
Cindy Hennigan, Bob Petras, Delaine Brown, Gene Futch, Earl Hilson are the 2010 elected board 
members.  They meet at least quarterly and want to address concerns and topics any resident has. 
To make your wishes known, please submit in writing to the association at PO Box 211112, Marti-
nez, GA 30917. An agenda is prepared prior to each meeting; please give members adequate time 
to research and study items to be discussed.  
 

 

CELL TOWER AND NEW C LUB HOUSE 
 

The Springlakes Board of Directors was approached in August, 2009 about the pos-
sibility of building a cell tower on a portion of the 7.48 acre property that is located behind 
Cofield Road adjacent to the high voltage power lines.  Since then the Board has spent a 
considerable amount of time researching the request to determine if this is a favorable 
and beneficial endeavor for Springlakes. After much thoughtful deliberation and debate 
the Board voted in favor of bringing the idea before the Homeowners Association at 
the annual meeting for a vote.  
 
At the annual meeting January 12, 2010 , the proposal was presented and discussed and those pre-
sent had an opportunity to ask questions and make comments. The main ideas brought out the fol-
lowing points.  The value of the lease over a 10-year period will be $170,100.  Additional five year 
renewal periods would have a total value of $624,964 over a 30-year period.  The lease will provide 
the funds needed to pursue the construction of a new clubhouse and the sale of any association-
owned lots will not be necessary.  There is no intent to sell the 7.48 acre property and the Board will 
be seeking and exploring ideas to develop that area into a use benefiting the homeowners of Sprin-
glakes.  Following the discussion the members voted by secret ballot  with 91% favorable to pro-
ceed.  
 
On May 12, 2010 we moved another step forward in our quest to build a new clubhouse. The Presi-
dent of Springlakes Homeowners association, with the full authorization of the Board of Directors of 

the Homeowners Association, signed a cell tower lease. Now the cell 
tower company will go through an approval process with Columbia 
County and other agencies that regulate cell towers. If all the approv-
als are obtained Springlakes will begin to receive monthly rental in-
come and the planning and detailed design for a new clubhouse will 
begin. If all aspects of the process go well, we expect to begin con-
struction of a new club house in January of 2011. 
 

 

Annual Neighborhood Picnic  
 
Mark your calendar NOW.  The annual neighborhood picnic has been sched-
uled for August 14, 5 -9 pm at the Clubhouse .  The pool will be open during that 
time to all residents, you will be treated to an on-site meal, there will be activities 
on the lake and youôll have a great time with fellow residents in this super 
neighborhood!! 



 
 

                               
COVENANTS, Jay Jennings 

      
 

The very busy Covenants Committee is here for your benefit - to protect our property values. 
The legally-binding covenant document states that ñif you are planning to make any outside improve-
ments that alter and/or change the exterior of your LOT, in any way, you must first receive prior writ-
ten approval before beginning work.ò  Violations of this and other covenants issues can be reported 
by any resident to the committee, which will contact the homeowner to correct the situation. We 
thank residents who have made us aware of possible problems.  The process takes time but anyone 
who has reported a problem can find out the status of the investigation just by calling a committee 
member.   

Our last newsletter discussed yard appearances. We have seen some improvements and we 
ask you to continue your efforts on this issue. With the rain we have had, our yards are growing well. 
This is great for our plants but certainly requires additional effort to maintain a good-looking yard. 
Please monitor the grass or weeds growing over the curbs along the front of our homes. Some tena-
cious grass or weeds grow anywhere including in asphalt. Please continue your efforts to keep your 
curbs and the streets looking good.  We also need your help with the following: 

  
Company Vehicles being parked on our Streets : Some residents are driving 
home in a company vehicle and parking it in the street for the night and/or 
through the weekend. Even though most of these vehicles are in reasonably 
good condition, they still detract from the overall beauty of our neighborhood 

and they also create a safety issue to our residents. If you drive a company vehicle home, please 
start parking in your own driveway.  
 

Barking Dogs :  We understand that dogs bark. However, barking constantly and at all 
hours of the night is a distinct concern.  As a good neighbor and pet owner, please take 
a more active role in keeping your dogs quiet.  Columbia County Animal Control is very 
responsive to coming out and issuing citations if owners donôt correct the problem.  
 

Satellite Dishes : These items are certainly permitted in the neighborhood. However, you 
must get prior approval before having them installed because there are strict rules about 

their placement.  It is expensive to have the company come back out and relocate them 
because they do not meet covenants.  

 
Pine needles on your roof . Besides being an eyesore, these needles are also do-
ing damage to your shingles. Take some time to get up there and sweep/blow them 
off.  

 
Swimming pools and safety . If you have a pool in your back yard, you are required by 
county regulations to have the gate leading to your back yard closed and secured with 
a lock at all times  Please watch this closely for your safety and that of all our children. 

 
Utility trailers . The rule for utility trailers is that ñthey cannot be visible from the street.ò  
This means that they must be 100% hidden. 

 
 Recreational Vehicles.  With summer brings more boats and campers.  We understand that occa-
sional maintenance may need to be performed but please keep this to a minimum and contact  
Covenants upfront to let them know what youôre doing.  

XYZ  COMPANY 



CRIMEWATCH 
 

In case you did not receive the calling post mes-
sage, several vehicles were broken into during the 
early hours of April 13.  We also had another vehi-
cle break in on May 19. Of the cases officially re-
ported, they all appear to either be unlocked or 
that valuables were left in plain view. Two windows 
were broken out and one vehicle was stolen.  
There has been a 
rash of these inci-
dents going on 
throughout the 
county.  PLEASE, 
PLEASE, PLEASE ï 
letôs not make it 
easy for these bur-
glars.  Keep valu-
ables out of sight 
and keep your doors locked.  
Vigilance is also very important.  If you notice 
something suspicious, report it to the County Dis-
patch at 706.541.2800. 

What Burglars Know and You 
Might Not  é 

 
These ideas were not conceived by 
rocket scientists, but by burglars 
themselves and they are worth your 
time to read.   
 
Sometimes, I carry a clipboard. Sometimes, I dress 

like a lawn guy and carry a rake. I do my best to 

never, ever look like a crook.  

 
The two things I hate most: loud dogs and nosy 

neighbors.  

 

Iôll break a window to get in, even if it makes a little 
noise. If your neighbor hears one loud sound, heôll 

stop what heôs doing and wait to hear it again. If he 

doesnôt hear it again, heôll just go back to what he 

was doing. Itôs human nature.  
 

Avoid announcing your vacation on your Facebook 

page. Itôs easier than you think to look up your ad-

dress.  

WELCOME COMMITTEE 

 
We welcome our newest homeowners at: 
 
¶ 112 Springlakes Circle ðRoger and Tiffany Trowell and  
      children, Austen and Jorden       Phone #678 535 8241 
¶ 137 Quail Springs Road ðMary and Carlson Fredrick  
¶ 175 Springlakes Drive ðJames Blackston  
¶ 4110 Knollcrest Circle North ðJennifer Johnson, and  
      children Candace, David and Alphonce        Phone # 601 927 4791 
¶ 4216 Dunwoody Road ðBrian and Monica Berry and  
      children Cooper and Taylor Smiley         Phone # 706 394 1046  
 
Remember, this information is for the use of Springlakes residents only.  If you know of other new-
comers or have changes in your phone number that you want published, please call or e-mail the 
Association. 

GROUNDS COMMITTEE 
 

Please remind children that no golf carts or ATVôs are allowed inside the play-
ground area.  Someone did extensive damage to the area doing donuts. The 
park is for the daytime enjoyment of Springlakes residents.  Please leave it in as 
good or better condition as when you arrive. 



LAKE REPORT, Terry Bland 

 
 
Feathered babies have been parading around and 
across the streets near the ponds by their proud par-
ents. The weather is perfect for sitting out by the lake 

or fishing in the lake by boat.  Please use care driving our streets to assure that these feathered ba-
bies are protected.  Cofield Pond had some drainage repair done recently that should help the area. 

 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS: 

 
June 14    ðResident meeting with county regarding 

Stormwater project 
 
August 14ðAnnual neighborhood picnic 
 
August 14ðDrawing for paid teen trash helper (see website 

for details) 
 
October 2ðFall  Neighborhood Yard Sale  

   
 NO OUTSIDE BURNING  

ALLOWED 
 
Please remember that no outdoor 
burning is permitted in Springlakes 
subdivision.  
 
 
     
 

POOL, Bob Petras 
 
The pool has opened!!  Itôs still not too late to join.   Resident dues are $285 per 
household and Senior ñEmpty Nestò dues for individuals or couples living in  
Springlakes over the age of 60 with no children living at home is only $160.00.  
Guest passes are available to members in multiples of ten. 
 
Please remember that Springlakes residents must be an active pool member in  
order to swim at the pool.  They can not be a guest of a pool member.   
 

 
SWIM TEAM, Marianne Petras 

 
Springlakes swim team practice has already started.  If you have children 
between the age of 4 and 18 that would like to participate, please let us 
know.  if you have any questions please email Marianne at 
SLpool@knology.net.  This is a great way for your children to meet other 
neighborhood children.  

Check out these prize-winning yardsðour Spring Curb Appeal Recognition Winners 
 
  The Kirklands at 178 Springlakes Court 
  The Scarboroughs at 4156 Bent Tree Lane 
  The Larsons at 4107 Knollcrest Circle North  


